Five Cases


Bristol, VA
Maria Acosta-Lopez is a 14 y.o. Mexican American pregnant as known by an over-the-counter test. She has been a good student even though her parents move frequently for work. Maria was born in Honduras.  Maria’s parents speak limited English.  Little is known about the family other than that there are four younger siblings that Maria assists with while her parents work.  


Nelson County
Debbie Rugh is a 13 y.o. who recently found out she was pregnant, though she was nearly seven months at exam. She thought she was just gaining a little weight.  She resides with both parents, who are not happy with her due to the pregnancy, but support her.  They wanted her to have an abortion, but it was too late and life will just have to be what it is.  The family struggles financially because Debbie’s father is disabled with a back injury (self-medicates with alcohol) and her mother carries the financial burden of the family.  There are two younger sisters in the family.  The baby’s father is a local high school boy she met at a football game.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Fairfax, VA
Ha Tran is a frail16 y.o. who is six months pregnant.  It is her third pregnancy in a year; the other two resulted in miscarriages during the first trimester.  Ha resides with her large family [four siblings - two with two children, her parents & one grandparent who recently came from Vietnam] in a large house.  The family runs a local business where all members work.  There is no disclosure or discussion of the baby’s father.


Hopewell, VA
Rashema Brown is a 17 y.o. African American parenting one-year old Riley Brown.  They have lived with her older sister’s family because there was “a lot” of arguing and disagreements with her parents when she became pregnant by a “family friend”.  Rashema believes her mother is “special” because she gets angry for no reason and “goes off”. In her sister’s home, the family consists of her sister and her three children under the age of 4, her boyfriend & his 6 y.o. – and they added Rashema & Riley who stay in the corner of the living room where they constructed a small space for them.  Rashema states “it is better than all that fighting.” Rashema was a good student and returned to classes after Riley’s birth, but is a little bit behind in her school work.  Her school has a day care facility and a neighbor watches Riley when she works at Arby’s about 20 hours a week.  Rashema said about the baby’s father – “Thank God he is not in the picture!”


Amelia, VA
Janie Beck is a 15 y.o. mixed race mother of six-week old Jordan Beck. Janie and Jordan reside with Janie’s grandparents in a small three-bedroom house. Her grandparents raised her for most of her life with two siblings. Janie is in the middle.  Janie’s mother is incarcerated for drug possession in a federal facility in another state & has been for most of Janie’s life, but she has occasional phone contact and was happy to hear of Janie’s pregnancy.   The baby’s father is 17 y.o. and remains active with mother and child, though tensions exist between their families of origin due to limited financial support.


